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evacuated by the catheter, to the upright, in which the bladder is imme¬ 
diately refilled by the urine which has escaped through the rupture into 
the lower part of the abdominal cavity, and which now as readily returns 
to the bladder. By cadaveric experimentation Morel was assured of 
the constancy of this symptom. He believes that in his case with general 
paralysis the degeneration of the muscle at least favored the rupture. 
He calls especial attention to two etiological factors in these cases, the 
tolerance of the bladder which can be distended to the point of rupture, 
and the degeneration of the muscle which causes a diminished resistance 
to distention. 


On Spontaneous Cure of Cancer.— Gatlord and Clowes ( Surgery , 
Gynecology, and Obstetrics, June, 1906) reach the following conclu¬ 
sions from an extensive and very interesting study of this subject: 
(1) Spontaneous cure of cancer in the experimentally inoculated mice 
occurs, in their experience, in about 23 per cent of the animals. (2) 
The chances of spontaneous cure are, inversely, proportional to the 
size of the tumor; the frequency of the occurrence ana its distribution 
in animals suggests that it may be more frequent in human beings than 
is generally supposed. (3) The occurrence of spontaneous recoveries 
from cancer, indicating the existence of immune forces capable of 
terminating the disease, demonstrates that cancer is not necessarily 
incurable, and should serve as an additional stimulus to research di¬ 
rected toward the discovery of a serum-therapeutic treatment. 

The Treatment of Acute Inflammations by Bier’s Method.— Depage 
(Journal de Chirurgie et Annalcs de la Soctit* dc Chirurgic, June, 1906) 
showed three cases favorably influenced by this treatment and one case 
of severe panaris of the little finger, which involved the tendon sheath, 
and consecutively the palm of the hand. In spite of incisions, drain¬ 
age, counteropenings, and the application of Bier’s treatment, the 
infection continued and in three days the patient was in a condition of 
general pyemia. Hendrix presented one case in which a spina ven- 
tosa had been ^curetted and treated by the bandage. The result was 
apparently satisfactory. Another case of caries of the olecranon was 
operated on. In four days the Bier bandage was applied and healing 
occurred by first. intention. Veraeuil, Maffei, and Desguin thought 
that the results in these, cases were not conclusive and that similar 
results can be obtained without the Bier treatment. Hendrix admitted 
this but claimed that the results from this treatment were more rapid. 

to the Pathology of the Thyroid Gland.— Kocher (Brit. 
Med. Jour., June 2,1906) says that he would not accept the diagnosis 
of exophthalmic goitre in the absence of the characteristic swelling of 
the gland and the vascular symptoms at the beginning. He considers 
that one of the earliest symptoms of the disease is a sudden retraction 
of the upper lid when the patient is made to look suddenly at one, 
or.to look upward suddenly. He has had fourteen cases of vascular 
goitre under treatment; four have been treated internally, ten have been 
operated on, either by ligature or excision on one side, and all have 
been cured. He has seen seventy-two cases in which the Basedow 
changes had been, so to spdak, grafted on the common form of colloid 
goitre, and which should be separated from the more severe, tvpical 
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cases of Basedow’s disease. Of these sixty have been operated on 
without one death. Of seven patients there is no news to be had; two 
arc better, and fifty-one are cured. In thirty-two cases the operation 
consisted of excision of one side, in eight cases of excison of one side and 
one ligature on the opposite side, in three cases of excision of one side 
and partial excision of the other, in four cases of ligation of both superior 
arteries, in six cases of ligation of the two superior and one inferior 
artery. Of the typical Basedow’s or Graves’ disease, he has operated 
on one hundred and six cases. There have been nine deaths; five patients 
have died later of different affections, partly without any relation to 
the disease; six have had tetany after tne operation without a death; 
seven are better than before the operation; nine are greatly or 
even extraordinarily improved; sixty-two are cured, and in thirty- 
four of these the cure is perfect. Excepting the nine patients 
who died, there has been no patient who has not in reality been bene¬ 
fited a great deal by the operation. 

Combining the typical and severe, and the milder and beginning 
forms, he has had a total of 175 operations, with nine deaths, equal to 
5 per cent.; a cure or extraordinary amelioration in all milder forms, 
and in 70 per cent, of the severe cases. He considers that with such 
statistical results we must admit that the disease is not a neurosis, but 
a disease localized to the thyroid gland, with the removal of which the 
source of the mischief is taken away. Practically the most important 
fact is that Graves’ (Basedow's) disease means a thyrotoxic affection 
in opposition to cachexia thyreopriva. 

We may state positively that ovcractivity of the thyroid gland would, 
for one reason or another, be quite sufficient to explain the appearance 
of the symptoms of Graves’ disease, and their disappearance alter opera¬ 
tion. Operation should be done before organic changes have developed 
in the heart, which were present in all the fatal cases. Judicial medical 
treatment before operation should be carried out, the most important 
features of which are small doses of iodine for a short time, continuous 
use of phosphates,’ and absolute mental and bodily rest. 


A New Method of Performing Gastrotomy. —Tavel, ( Zentralb . f. 
Chir June 9, 1906) says that methods like the Witzel, Marwedel, 
Knder, and Kuster II, while they provide a more or less long passage, 
arc not lined with mucous membrane or skin, and tend to close unless a 
sound is left in more or less permanently. The canal is small, and 
besides, the stomach is fixed to the abdominal wall, so that the function 
of the stomach is interfered with. Tavel has tried his new* method 
successfully on three dogs, and on one man for an impassable stricture 
of the oesophagus. Under morphine-ether anesthesia an incision 10 
cm. long was made, two-thirds above, and one-third below the um¬ 
bilicus. A loop of intestine, 15 cm. long, in the region of the jejunum 
having a long mesentery, was isolated, by dividing it at both ends. 
This portion was then placed in a moist towel, while the two cut ends 
of the intestine were brought together and sutured, so that its continuity 
was restored. The anal end of the isolated piece of intestine, which 
was marked by a forceps, was passed through an opening in the meso¬ 
colon and omentum, and anastomosed to the anterior wall of the 
stomach, its stomach end being fixed in the abdominal w’ound,. which 
was sutured around it. Except for a slight pneumonia at the base of 



